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The most important steps that can affect the actual performance of jour-
nals are the evaluation, validation, and correct ranking of scientific jour-
nals; Because the journals placed in the top positions always have more
chances to receive points and better opportunities. Increasing the chances
of receiving high-quality articles from prominent authors and then being
in the spotlight of the specialized field and providing better grounds for
moving in the center of influencing the global flow of specialized
knowledge are among the advantages that a journal gains as a result of
being placed in the top positions.

However, the performance of citation databases such as JCR, Scimago,
and PJCR is of particular importance; and as much as the correct func-
tioning of these databases can lead to the correct ranking of journals,
their incorrect functioning can lead to unrealistic and incorrect validation
and ranking of journals. In the meantime, the subject classification con-
sidered by databases for journals is regarded as one of the most important
factors affecting their validation and correct ranking. Because it gives
sense to the position of journals, and it is of great importance to show the
real position of specialized journals. Since many journal evaluation indi-
ces such as IF, SJR, Q, and the like determine the rank of journals cov-
ered by the database through the subject area in that journal and compar-
ing it to other journals in that subject area, the importance of subject clas-
sification that the database considers for journals will be more under-
standable. Perhaps with the inappropriate subject classification of jour-
nals by databases such as JCR, Scimago, and PJCR and placing sub-
specialized, specialized, and semi-specialized journals of a field next to
each other the ranking of some valuable specialized journals even intro-
duced as Q1 journals for years have been faced with uncertainty and the
risk of degradation; Because naturally, due to the limited audience of
specialized journals, each subject group will have a lower chance of re-
ceiving citations than the specialized and semi-specialized journals in the
same subject group. And if the ranking of the current journals in each
subject group is done regardless of the sub-specialized, specialized, and


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Abdolreza Noroozi Chakoli

semi-specialized subject areas of the journals and only based on the number of citations
they receive, it cannot be expected to convey reliable and correct messages about the
true status of journals to the scientific community; and without a doubt, there will be
many gaps in scientific fairness.

For example, we can refer to the LIS subject classification in the JCR database. In re-
cent years, by adding a significant number of journals in the field of management to the
subject group of LIS, competition is hardened for journals focusing on the specialized
and sub-specialized layers of this field such as scientometrics, information organization,
and the like; And it has decreased the chances of receiving citations for specialized
journals in this field.

The same criticism is applied to the PJCR base in ISC on a much wider level. There are
many specialized journals in this database, which have been degraded in terms of Q and
gradually moved to lower ranks according to the macroscopic view of the subject classi-
fication, which is expected to improve the subject classification system of journals in
that database, evaluating the journals by including sub-specialized and specialized lay-
ers Journals are made. On the other hand, this database is expected to improve the
transparency of the results it provides for the evaluation of journals by establishing a
link between the citation statistics and the cited records of the journals it covers and
guiding the journals to obtain more accurate information. For instance, it would be de-
sirable for a journal in the field of knowledge and information science to know how
many citations are received from journals in the macro-level subject (for example, hu-
manities and social sciences), and how many citations are from journals in the middle-
level subject. (for example, librarianship, archive, and codicology and manuscript re-
search) and how many citations from the present journals were in the micro-level sub-
ject (library and information sciences)?

Despite this, it seems that the Q assigned to the journals has been calculated and deter-
mined based on the total citations received from the journals present in PJCR, including
the journals present at the macro, medium, and micro subject levels. In this case, since
the specialized journals of each field are not comparable with the semi-specialized jour-
nals of their field in terms of the number of readers, the evaluation results of the jour-
nals provided by this database will not reflect the real and correct position of the sub-
specialized journals without including the specialized considerations emphasized in sci-
entometrics. In this way, what is more, worthy of consideration is whether the evalua-
tion and ranking of journals in the form of incorrect subject groups can be aligned with
scientific fairness and show the true status and quality of journals. And in order to move
in the direction of scientific fairness, instead of relying on macro subject groups that
contain a significant amount of unbalanced journals, should not the rankings and cita-
tion validations of journals be based on small subject groups that represent the main and
real subject area of the journal??
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