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Abstract

The various sects in Lebanon have organized their identity politics in order to be
recognized and dignified. Lebanese society has a multiple, heterogeneous, different and
contradictory identity. The fragmentation and polarization of identity in Lebanon and the
effort to preserve and enhance sectarian interests have facilitated the involvement of
Forum actors. Each of these sects represents the interests of an external government.
Sectarianism has led to a domestic political stalemate, the strengthening of sub-national
groups, the overflow of regional issues, and ultimately the fragility of the government.
Therefore, the government cannot act as an independent entity in policy-making, decision-
making and national independence; rather, the behavior, orientation, and definition of the
national interest are a function of these concepts in foreign sects and governments. The
methodology of this research is analytical-explanatory and the method of data collection is
library and the use of articles and websites. The question of this research is: How does
sectarianism affect Lebanon's foreign policy? The hypothesis of this research is:
Sectarianism, the supremacy of sectarian identity over national identity, and the formation
of a weak and fragile government in Lebanon have influenced the definition of national
interest and the orientation of foreign policy, and have led the government to act alongside
sects in international politics; therefore, sectarian interests are considered instead of
national interests.
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Religious affiliation (2012)

. Sh1'T Muslim
SunnT Muslim
8.0% . Maronite (Eastern-rite
m Roman Catholic)
V =Eh Greek Orthodox

6.4% . Druze
. Greek Catholic
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