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Abstract

This research attempts to answer this question: why did moderate political forces ally
themselves with revolutionary political forces in the process of the Islamic Revolution?
Researchers have pointed to factors such as the "unified revolt of society against the state,"
the "class alliance,” the "weakness of political and governmental institutions,” and the
"attractiveness of the Supreme Leader's discourse.” In this study, the authors within the
framework of Richard Snyder's theory and with the help of descriptive-analytical method
and document study technique, the three independent variables of the Shah's relationship
with the (main) army, the Shah with the elites, and the system's relations with the great
powers have been examined as the reasons for the formation of the coalition. The results of
the research show that the neo-patrimonial and military behavior of the Shah led to the
deprivation of independence from the army, control of its equipment and facilities, creating
an atmosphere of distrust, channeling the ways of promotion and finally obedience and
submission of everyone, including soldiers and commanders. As a result, the relationship
between the army and the surrender of the army to the Shah, the stalemate in the Shah's
relationship with the elite, and the Shah's surrender to the United States destroyed the
moderates' desire for encouragement within the discourse and prepared them to ally with
the revolutionaries.
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